PRIDE OF BIRTH.                           ?

family, who can boast the high privilege of bear-
ing the Prophet's blood in their veins. The
children of both sexes are taught, from the time
of their first speaking intelligibly, to recount
their pedigree, up to Hasan, or Hosein, the two
sons of Ali, by his cousin Fatima, the daugh-
ter of their Prophet: this forms a striking part
of their daily education, whilst they continue
in their mother's zeenahnah (lady's apartment);
and, from the frequent repetition, is so firmly
fixed in the memory, that they have no diffi-
culty in tracing their pedigree whenever called
upon to do so, unaided by the manuscript gene-
alogy kept with care in the parental treasury.

This method of retaining lineage is not always
a check against impostors; many have taken
upon themselves the honourable distinction of
the Syaad, without having the slightest claim
to the title; but when the cheat is discovered
such persons are disgraced, and become aliens to
the respectable* So many advantages are en-
joyed by Syaads, that it is not surprising there
should be some, which have no right, anxious
to be numbered with those, who are truly, the